




On-line workshops Don’t Give Up are based on the publication Don’t Give 
Up which is a methodological guide for teachers of foreign languages 
for teaching and learning how to use innovative teaching methods and to 
motivate students to greater achievements in the field of language acquisition.

The EU funded project Don’t Give Up coordinated by LS PELIKAN received 
in 2010 from the National Agency for European Educational Programmes 
the prestigious LABEL award for its contribution to the field of language 
education.

ON-LINE WORKSHOPS



Who is this workshop for?

By the end of the on-line workshop, 
participants will be able to: 

•	 Teachers of foreign languages
•	 Methodology specialists
•	 Directors, managers and proprietors of language schools
•	 Representatives of language departments of universities and secondary schools 

•	 Use motivating ICT resources effectively. 
•	 Motivate students to continue to study languages 
	 and make the L2 process more rich and varied.
•	 Deliver more diversified and challenging lesson content.



PROGRAMME

Introduction	 15:00 – 15:15 
1st block	 15:15 – 15:40 
Using audiovisual tools and resources in the classroom
Speaker – Mgr. et Mgr. Lenka Kroupová
•	 BP 1      Podcasting, audio tools	   
•	 BP 26    Project work – task based learning
•	 BP 45    Using web stories

2nd block	 15:40 – 16:05  
Active learning strategies in the language learning/teaching process
Speaker – Dušan Koloděj
•	 BP 15  	 Group work – Collaborative work		    
•	 BP 16     Homework: new approaches
•	 BP 17     Learner’s Diary

3rd block	 16:05 – 16:30   
On-line learning/teaching 
Speaker	Bc. Radka Oplová
•	 BP 38     Teacher’s Diary		    
•	 BP 43     Using on-line communication
•	 BP 2       Blended Learning

Follow-up discussion on Social Networks
Twitter ID 	  languagepelikan
Facebook	  Jazyková škola PELIKÁN www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=94482463634



In most cases, adult students are going to use the language they are learning 
for travel reasons, or for work reasons, meetings, and negotiations. 
In both cases, the oral production skill is a key element. A good strategy for 
improving pronunciation and oral expression in general is placing the learners 
to a situation where they have to produce something recorded for 
an audience. Thanks to podcasting and on-line audio tools Internet users can 
listen to them whenever it is convenient, on the way to work, waiting in 
a queue, and what is more, produce their own.	

Audioboo	 http://audioboo.fm
Voxopop	 www.voxopop.com

Using audiovisual tools 
and resources in the classroom

BP 1 Podcasting and audio tools



A task-based learning is based on a series of purposeful tasks that the 
students need to perform with the language they are learning. 
The performance of the tasks is approached in a way that is intended to 
develop second language ability. Tasks integrate language (and other) skills 
in specific settings of language use. Tasks can be assigned in a way that 
adult students feel they are doing something that is closely related to their 
needs. The creative space that the task offers enables learners to select the 
information they consider important to learn and introduce it in the task which 
is particularly relevant for adult students.

Voicethread	 http://voicethread.com
Glogster		  www.glogster.com

Using audiovisual tools 
and resources in the classroom

BP 26 Project work – task based learning



Adult students frequently feel intimidated about speaking in another language 
that they do not dominate fully. Digital storytelling tools allow, nevertheless, 
even students with emerging language skills to use this tool. Digital comics 
bring interactivity to the language learning experience, enabling students to 
assume more responsibility for their own education and allowing them greater 
choice in the study process. This format allows them to experiment and enjoy 
using their newly acquired skills without feeling inhibited but enabling to 
produce results that they can be proud of. 

Creaza		 www.creaza.com
Storybird	 www.storybird.com
Toondoo	 www.toondoo.com

Using audiovisual tools 
and resources in the classroom

BP 45 Using web stories



Toondoo

www.toondoo.com

•	 Reflect on a particular life experience. 
•	 Express opinion on certain topic.
•	 Illustrate a language problem.
•	 Describe personal likes, interests, family.
•	 Talk about a local or national event, cultural life, and social trends.
•	 Deal with a topic or problem given which might be personal or wider social.

The results can be printed or emailed, and/or placed in the classroom. 
Also classroom competition can be held and the winning comic can 
be placed on the school websites or school magazine.

Teaching/Learning exploitation



For adult learners a group relationship is a strong motivator and an invaluable 
support. A class design that empowers collaborative group work and tasks, 
directly impacts the learner continuation to study. The relationships built 
during class time will help him/her to continue. At the level of class dynamics, 
students working in groups ensure the shifting of teacher-centred education 
to learner-centred education. The teacher acts as a guide, and monitor  
the work of the group. The tutor passes the responsibility for learning  
to the learners.

Google Docs	 www.google.com	
Diigo			   www.diigo.com

Active learning 
strategies in the language 
learning/teaching process

BP 15	Group work – Collaborative work



It is typical for adult students when learning a new language to easily feel 
that they are not doing enough, not improving enough. Adult learners tend 
to be pessimistic. An answer for students is to keep track of the work being 
completed by using an on-line diary. By having this tool, students can evaluate 
in a realistic way their commitment, and can measure if they are improving  
or not, bearing in mind their personal circumstances. It becomes 
a resource that the learner can come back to every time that he needs to. 

EduBlogs   		 http://edublogs.org
Blogger	     	 www.blogger.com

Active learning 
strategies in the language 
learning/teaching process

BP 17 Learner’s Diary



Homework is a very specific and problematic issue in adult language 
education. It is well known that homework and self’s studying is critical to 
achieve good results. The problem is the available time and the types of 
activities that do not appeal sufficiently on the learner.  Thanks to WEB 2.0 
tools students can produce their own content that shows immediate results 
and can be shared with others. 

Voxopop		  www.voxopop.com
Fotobabble		 www.fotobabble.com

Active learning 
strategies in the language 
learning/teaching process

BP 16 Homework – new approaches



Fotobabble

www.fotobabble.com

•	 Creating personalised illustrated vocabulary entries 
	 and collecting them in a class blog or Wiki to create visual talking dictionaries.
•	 Commenting field trips via recording. 
•	 Practising speaking skills, vocabulary, pronunciation and ability 
	 to create and understand recorded messages.
•	 Practising of digital storytelling.
•	 Sharing opinions, thoughts and observations using voice messages.
•	 Alternative way to do class presentations.
•	 Carrying on task-based learning activities. 
•	 Recording messages about upcoming events, 
	 fun highlights of the week in learning, or interesting occasions that took place.

The recordings done with Fotobabble can be embedded 
on your class website, Wiki, or blog.  
http://www.fotobabble.com/m/TFVuZlpiUkZLS009

Teaching/Learning exploitation



Classes are innumerable and it gets difficult to remember details of every 
class the teacher taught. Nevertheless, it is very good practice for professional 
development to think and reflect on the classes taught. 
To complete a successful reflection, it is necessary to keep record the 
activities and what was successful or not, and what was the results. Using 
simple web applications can help organise and deliver course content in 
a variety of formats. 

On-line 
learning/teaching 

BP 38 Teacher’s Diary

•	 Organise assignment work, deliver contents, 
	 and keep track of grades, attendance, and feedback.
•	 Get educator’s feedback.
•	 Create a collection of further resources, additional reading, 
	 videos to watch and useful links.
•	 Design classroom syllabi.
•	 Keep records of teacher’s work and professional progress.
•	 Help educators create their own professional e-Portfolio. 

Wikispaces		 www.wikispaces.com
Mahara			  http://mahara.org

On-line diaries allows to:



Adult students need to have a very close contact with the language school. 
This is often very difficult, due to timetables, and commitments. 
It is necessary to have a system that allows open and permanent 
communication with the school, so that the student can feel the support of 
the tutor and the school. Although the benefits of real-time video conferencing 
are clear when it comes to virtual communication in support of the classroom, 
asynchronous communication is much more popular model as the barriers 
to implementation tend to be much lower – many of these tools are free and 
require minimal hardware and software.   

Discussion boards		  Wallwisher		  www.wallwisher.com 
Blogs			    		  Blogger		  www.blogger.com
Social Networks	  	 Facebook 		  www.facebook.com

On-line 
learning/teaching 

BP 43 Using on-line communication



Time constraints are one of the biggest issues for adults trying to learn any 
topic. Ways to make it easier to attend a course are always welcome. 
A possible solution is presented by the on-line courses format. 
In L2 learning these have proved problematic as the motivation pressure from 
tutors and schools is generally limited. Alternative solutions are thus required.

WiziQ	 www.wiziq.com 
Skype 	 www.skype.com

On-line 
learning/teaching 

BP 2 Blended Learning



Blended learning 
via Skype

Type of lesson		  Skype Learning – General English
Level				    A2 of CEFR
Age group			   Adults
Number of students	 3–4
Duration				   45 minutes

Introduction
All students and teacher log in Skype using their headsets and eventually turn on their webcams. 
The teacher (T) welcomes students (SS) and envisages the content of the lesson and check 
homework. T starts a brief conversation to warm-up. A short revision exercise of last lesson content 
aimed at practising countable and uncountable nouns is performed.

Conversation topic – Traditions and customs
Discussion is held around major traditions and special days both in the Czech Republic and English 
speaking countries that people are familiar with. Also special events like birthdays, graduations, 
wedding and special customs associated with them can be commented. T can present more events 
unfamiliar to students and share interesting links related with the topic. After discussion T draws SS’s 
attention to the most common errors which appeared in the conversation and corrects them.

Vocabulary
T writes in the Skype writing box important expressions and vocabulary related with the conversation 
topic and asks for definition of those the SS are familiar with. Students can look for new expressions 
also in an on-line dictionary. 



Grammar
T presents a new grammar unit – quantifiers some, any. T sends SS text document containing rules 
and exercises. They go through the rules together and after an example exercise, SS complete a new 
exercise to practice. After certain time, it is checked and all questions and doubts are addressed by T.

Reading
SS are sent a file containing a text connected with the conversation topic and given time to read it and 
to accomplish the comprehension tasks. SS retell the text in their own words and check the answers 
within the group.

Listening
T sends SS a link to a video related with customs or chooses a song and sends SS the link and a file 
with comprehension questions or gaps. Students listen or watch and complete the exercises. 

Conclusion
T assigns a task to prepare for the next on-line lesson – Welcome to the Czech Republic. SS’s 
tasks are to prepare a brief presentation about the Czech Republic. They can include its historical, 
geographical and cultural background, grown crops, imported/exported products, and interesting 
places and as well can mention a few details about their home town or city in which they live or work. 
SS are given a limit to hand it in. In the next lesson they will present their task and share them with the 
rest of class. For performing this task they can use e.g. Glogster www.glogster.com.

Blended learning 
via Skype



On-line workshops

For language educators

Language School with State Language Exam Rights PELIKAN, Ltd. 
www.jazykova-skola-pelikan.cz

Date / 8 June 2011 / 15.00 – 16.30 
Platform / WiziQ / www.wiziq.com
Fee / Free


